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A number of other facts are shown in Tables 13, 14 and 15. In the first place, 
the average age of fathers of legitimate children is about 4 years greater than the 
average age of mothers. Secondly, the average age of mothers of illegitimate 
children is about 5 years less than the average age of mothers of legitimate children; 
in 1930-32 the difference was 6 years. The fact that over two-thirds of illegitimate 
children are born to mothers under 25 years of age accounts for this difference. 
Thirdly, the average age of mothers of stillborn children is higher than that of live 
born. Table 15 shows that the rate of stillbirths per 1,000 live births increases 
with age of the mother. I t is more than twice as high among mothers of 40-44 
years as it is among mothers of 20-24, and over three times as high among mothers 
of 45-49. 

13.—Legitimate Live Births, by Age of Parents, 1945 and 1946, with Three-Year 
Averages, 1930-32 and 1940-42 

NOTE.—Figures for 1945 and 1946 are by place of residence; for previous years by place of occurrence. 
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Less than one-tenth of one per cent. 


